

- STORY SO FAR 

When we last left off, the humans had succeeded in a 

LAST-DITCH EFFORT TO PREVENT TOTAL MARTIAN VICTORY. BUT 
THAT ONLY DELAYED THE INEVITABLE, AND THE MARTIAN 

Empire® eventually conquered Earth, subjugating its 
people. But even the Martians know that humans can’t 

DENY THEIR REBELLIOUS NATURE, AND RUBY JOHNSON ISN’T 
ABOUT TO PROVE THEM WRONG... 
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WITHOUT WARNING, THE 
MARTIANS ATTACKED. 


WITHOUT DELAY, THE 
MARTIANS CONQUERED. 


WITHOUT PITY, THE 
MARTIANS OCCUP/ED. 


AND UNDER THE MARTIANS' 
TYRANNICAL RULE, 
HUMANITY SUFFERED, 
STARVED AND SLAVED. 


MOST OF THEM, 
ANYWAY. 




BUT RUBY JOHNSON WAS 
NO ORDINARY HUMAN. 


SHE WAS THE TOAST 
OF THE TOWN. 


THE TOAST OF 
MARTIAN TOWS. 


EVERYONE ^ 
RAISE A 

GLASS FOR THE 
CHAMPION OF THE 
V COLISEUM/ > 




^SUCH^ 

BRAVERY/ 


WHAT A 

V TREMENPOUS 
SPECTACLE YOU 
PUT ON FOR US, 
k. HUMAN ROO-BEE 
JOHN-SUN. .X 


EXCELLENT 

TECHNIQUE^ 


SKILL/ 


r WELL... UH... > 
MY FATHER... HE... 
HE USEP TO BE A 
BOXER... ANP HE 
k. TAUG-- < 


7 WOULP YOU^^® 
CARE FOR SOME m 

xypzlurp? a m 
.FINE VINTAGE— 

— SECRETEP BY^ 
f SABAUES BEETLES 
I THAT NEST UNPER 
L THE MARTIAN 
^SANP PUNES AT . 
1^- COPRATES. 


r PERHAPS 

some foop, 

L THENP 


you/ ^ 

SLAVE/ FETCH SOME^ 

SSa HUMAN FOOP 

7/ m FOR OUR 
Z' FRIENP. y 


'it's HUMAh 
FOOP YOU 







IT WAS CLEAR MOST DIO 
NOT EXPECT HER TO WIN 
AGAIN IN HER NEXT 
ARENA APPEARANCE. 


THEN THERE 


YOUR DEATH 
IS SWIFT AND 
^PAINLESS. > 


WHO MADE NO PRETENSE 
OF FRIENDSHIP. 


WHO'D ALREADY MADE 
HIS OPINION ABOUT 
RUBY'S WIN 
PERFECTLY CLEAR. 


NO MERCY. 











AS FAR AS ZAR WAS 
CONCERNED; NO 
HUMAN COULD £V£X? 
BE CHAMPION. 


MO MERCY 
FOR THE 
HUMAN. 


AND SO, RELUCTANTLY, ZAR 
YIELDED TO THE WILL OF 
THE MARTIAN AUDIENCE— 


THE HUMAN RUBY 
JOHNSON WOULD LIVE 
•''> TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY. 


BUT HE WOULD MAKE 
SURE HER DAYS 
WERE SHORT. 




r 





_ 




_ 








I SAW 


IT WAS A ™ 

ciose cau, 
THAT'S WHAT 


THIS FOR THE \ / 

GREENIES, THEY 1 ■ 
GOT ONE DAMN I ■ 
FINE SC/ENCE J 
WJ/WS/OV. 
fy* PATCHED N» 
^ ME UP AND > 
I REBUILT ME WITH 
I ALL SORTS OF FANCY 
V NEW PARTS AND J 
BIONICS. 










NT's i 
OUR 
THAT 


^ IT'S A 

TERRAFORM/NG \ 

STATION, ONE OF ■ 
THE BIGGEST ON 
^THE PLANET. 

W ALL THE STUFF ^ 
7 THAT MONSTROSITY ' 
IS BELCHING INTO 
THE AIR IS OESIGNEO 
TO MAKE OUR WORLD 
. CLOSER TO THE . 
L MARTIAN ATMOS- A 
PHERE. 


SURE. 




^ ANP ^ 
PROBABLY 
NONE OF US 
ARE GOING TO 
FOR TOO MUCH 
^ LONGER. A 


<VS NOVAS VIKA 
IAN RESISTANCE . 
FIGHTERS. A 


r you TRAIN^ 
NOW, HUMANS, 
FOR YOUR 
GLORIOUS 
k UPCOMING . 
^ FIGHT. ^ 


v PRETTY SURE 1 
ZAR WILL THROW 
EVERYTHING HE 
CAN AT YOU IN 
. THIS NEXT A 
^ FIGHT...^^ 


ONZY AT 
you. . 


THINK YOU^ 
r CAN HANPLE A 
HALF-POZEN 
MARTIAN PRACTICE- 
k BOTS FOR OUR , 
^ WARM-UPP A 


^ NOW, RUBY, ^ 
THIS ISN'T EXACTLY 
REGULATION BOXING, 
BUT IF YOU EVER 
FINP YOURSELF IN A 
PARK ALLEY ANP 
^SURROUNDED— a 


V^--REM£M3ER^sf 
TH/S SEQUENCE 
OF MOVES ANP IT'S 
ALMOST GUARANTEEP , 
A TO GET YOU OUT J 
Ws*0 F THE JAM. 


OKAY, 

PAPPY. 


I KNOW 
I CAN. 







WHAT'D 
you THINK 
OF THAT, 
RIZZO? 


^OH... UH, ^ 
NEVER MIND 
THAT. HOW'D 
you do? 


r you ~ 
WEREN'T EVEN 
k WATCHING ? 


AND WHO 
WAS THAT 


'i THINK THIS^B 
SATURDAy ■ 
NIGHT IN THE M 
s. ARENA... ^ 

W ...you MIGHTS 

I ACTUALLY HAVE 
I A CHANCE OF 
V SURV/V/NG . 



SATURDAY NIGHT 
IN THE ARENA: 


AND RUBY JOHNSON 
D/DN ' T HAVE A CHANCE. 














THE GLADIATORS THEY 
THREW AT HER THIS 
TIME WERE B/GGER. 


THAT WAS ZAR'S L 

ORDER. RUBY 

KNEW THAT. <TONIGHT, ™ 

~^(girl. THE^UTTLE 


^ aau her, 
AND I'LL MAKE 
SURE YOU'RE 
GREATl y 







SHE HAD SEEN IT THE LAST 
TIME SHE WENT INTO THE 
ARENA, AND WHEN /T SAW HEX 
IT REACTED STRANGELY... 
VIOLENTLY. 


SHE COULD AVOID THE 
MARTIAN GLADIATORS, 
MAYBE EVEN DEFEAT THE 
MARTIAN GLADIATORS. 




p <WHY is it 

J/£S/TAT/NG?> 


AND THE KILLBOT 
TURNED, HIS ATTENTION 
NOW ON THE MARTIANS. 


RUBY WATCHING WITH 
MOUNTING AMAZEMENT- 


■ . —AS IT PAWNED ON HER EXACTLY 

r I ■ WHY THE MECHANIZED 

1§§ MONSTROSITY WOULD NOT F/N/SH 
H HER AS IT WAS ORDERED TO. 

1 ^ — 









Most of the comics JOHN LAYMAN writes 
and letters suck, except for the stuff he’s 
written for IDW, which are all masterpieces. 
This includes a previous 10-issue run of 

Mars Attacks with John McCrea, Scarface: 
Scarred for Life, and Godzilla: Gangsters & 
Goliaths. He also writes and letters CHEW 
for Image comics, which does not 
completely suck. 


Artist ANDY KUHN is co-creator of the 
comic series Firebreather, with writer Phil 
Hester. In 2010 Firebreather was adapted 
into an Emmy Award-winning animated film 
for Cartoon Network. Recently, he has drawn 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Doctor Who, 
Samurai Jack, Mutanimals, and Zombies i/s. 
Robots for IDW. Also, Justice League 3000 
and Sinestro for DC, and Conan the Barbarian 
for Dark Horse. He lives and works in New 
Mexico. 


Colorist JASON LEWIS is best known for 
his palettes on IDW’s groundbreaking 
miniseries Drive. He’s probably not an alien 
life form in disguise. Ask him how many 
black band T-shirts a man his age should 
responsibly own. 


Cover artist JOHN McCREA 
has been drawing comics for 27 years and 
has recently worked on Deadpool for Marvel, 
Batman, Catwoman, and Plastic Man for DC 
Comics, and Judge Dredd for 2000 AD. He is 
drawing a new creator-owned book for 
Image with Phil Hester called Mythic, and 
Section 8 with Garth Ennis for DC. 




FROm THE PUBLISHER'S DESK 


Ted Adams here. I'm going to be your monthly guide through the IDW/Top Shelf checklist, 
pointing out our big hits and bringing your attention to some gems that you might otherwise miss. 


WILLIAM 

GIBSON 

HRCHPNGEL 

© 

A 

© 

1 

o' 





IDW's roots are deeply grounded in creator-owned 
comics. The first comic we published was 30 Days 
of Night by Steve Niles and Ben Templesmith, and 
we've published hundreds of creator-owned titles 
over the last decade and a half. This month we've 
got four new ones that I'm proud to be bringing into 
the world. 

Archangel is by legendary author William Gibson 

I and artist Butch Guice. One of 
the most influential authors of 
the last twenty years, Gibson is 
making his comic book debut. 

e paired him with one of 
my favorite artists — Butch's 
work on X-Men/Micronauts 
back in 1 984 was one of the 
series that kept me reading 
comics — and the combination 
is turning out to be something 
special. 

The Biggest Bang comes to us from D.J. Kirkbride 
and Vassilis Gogtzilas and is a sequel to last year's 
The Bigger Bang by the same creative team. They 
explore what happens when their hero, Cosmos, finds 
himself being worshiped as a god. 

Steve Horton and Stephen Thompson's Satellite 
Falling tells the tale of a bounty hunter on a satellite 
full of aliens. This is first-class world-building that 
combines the best elements of space opera with a 
first-person narrative straight out of a Raymond 
Chandler Philip Marlowe story. 

Last but not least is Brutal Nature by Luciano 
Saracino and Ariel Olivetti, a fully painted story of a 
man who uses a collection of masks to transform 
himself into different beasts and monsters. Every 
page is a work of art, and Ariel's character design is 
some of the best I've ever seen. 

Top Shelf also has two great creator-owned books 
in May. Cigarette Girl is a Japanese urban drama by 
one of Japan's top alternative-comics artists, 
Masahiko Matsumoto, and The Jekyll Island 
Chronicles is an alternate history that takes place 
between the World Wars and combines historical 
fact with steampunk technology. 

Eurocomics brings us The Adventures of Dieter 
Lumpen by Jorge Zentner and Ruben Pellejero. 
Dieter is a man of the world, an adventurer who 
wants no part of adventure but is, nonetheless, 
swept along to exotic locations from Turkey to the 
Caribbean and everywhere in between. Pellejero is 
one of Europe's premiere comics artists and was 
selected to follow in the footsteps of comics master 
Hugo Pratt on new Corto Maltese stories. 

We've got a couple of fun kids comics launching 
this month — Disney Magic Kingdom Comics #1 — 
an anthology of stories that take place at 


Disneyland — and Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles: Carmelo 
Anthony Special. That's right — 
the NBA superstar teams up 
with everyone's favorite 
mutated turtles to help in the 
fight against the Foot Clan. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, we have two 
releases that are for adults 
only — the biggest art book 
we've ever done with Ashley 
Wood, simply titled Ashley 
Wood, and Fear & Loathing in 
Las Vegas #1 — a comic book version of Troy Little's 
graphic novel adaptation, presented in black-and- 
white and at a larger size. Both of these books are 
important to me — Ash is one of my closest friends, 
and the very first book we published at IDW was his 
first art book, Uno Fanta, and I helped edit the Fear 
& Loathing adaptation. 

May will also see the release of Jack Kirby's The 
Mighty Thor Artist's Edition. Every time we talk 
about this one, I have to pinch myself to make sure 
I'm not dreaming. Printed at a huge 1 5" x 22", this 
160 page volume includes complete stories from 
Journey into Mystery #'s 111, 117, 118, and more, 
plus a beautiful gallery section. 

Wynonna Earp continues to air every Friday 
night at 10 p.m. on Syfy. The action heats up as 
Wynonna and her allies — Agent Dolls, Doc Holliday, 
and her sister, Waverly — track down Wyatt Earp's 
resurrected kills. 








